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to Hear Ray's Brother in Spite of Arrest 


One' 6f J ames Earl Ray’s brothers, 
John Larry Ray, has been arrested in 
St. Louis on suspicion;of burglary, 
but is 'nevertheless expected to .ap- 
pear Friday before the House assas- 
sinations committee, which is inves- 
tigating the flaying of Martin Luther 
King. ' 

The committee obtained: a court 
order to allow John Larry Ray .to 
testify, along with another brother, 
Jerry, about their possible roles jri 
King’s death. . . 

John Ray was being held in con- 
nection with an apparent burglary at- 
tempt Monday night. In St. Louis. 
Circuit Attorney George Peach said 
he would riot oppose efforts to 'allow 
him to leave jail and testify. , , ,• , 

Meanwhile, Jerry Ray, said yester- 
day in Marietta, 'Ga., "There defi- 
nitely was no conspiracy. I didn’t, 
even know why they (the FBI) were 
lookjrig for him (James Earl Ray).’’ 

.. Chief .committee counsel G, Robert , 
Blakey contends the FBI failed to 
adequately investigate, '"substantial 
evidence ; of contacts between Ray 
and his brothers at various times be- 
tween his escape from prison and the 
assassination.” : 

JOHN RAY, 45, was arrested after 
an apparent burglary attempt was 
interrupted by the home owner and 
two Companions, St. Louis police 




Ramsey Clark before the Assassinations Committee, >: 


said. He was charged with trespass 
arid assault. 

Authorities said Ray attempted to 
strangle the horiieowner; Jesse 
Evans, before fleeing on foot. HO was 
arrested later.?:: ",'V ; 

At yestc'rday’S cOmmittee hearing, 
former Attorney General Ramsey 


Clark said he did not take control of 
the investigation Of King’s assassina- 
tion because it would have worsened 
relations between hifn and J. Edgar 
Hoover. ■■ 

• Clark said that although there was. 
a “quality of racishi” in Hoover’s 
attitude toward King, the FBI. inves- 


tigation was vigorous and thorough. 

■ "The FBI’S reputation ,was on the 

line,” he said. ■ 7 ' . , 

Clark acknowledged that except 
for making suggestions and keeping 
himself Informed, he gave the FBI a 
freehand. . 

■ A committee report has concluded 
there was inadequate Justice Depart- 
ment supervision of the investiga- 
tion. 

Ray is serving a 99-year prison 
term for the assassination, but has 
recanted a confession. 

' THE FBI INVESTIGATED vari- 
ous conspiracy theories, Clark said, 
but "I don’t recall. any presentation 
of evidence that ever implied the di- 
rect Involvement of another person.” 

He said while he had frequent disa- 
greements with Hoover, he does not 
believe the King investigation should 
. have been handled differently. 

T^he committee hak said the Justice. 
Department failed to use investiga- 
tive techniques such as convening a 
grand jury or creating a strike force 
. to make sure any conspiracy in the 
King killing was uncovered. Clark 
said , neither approach would have 
worked.; 

: He said that after Ray was cap- 

tured in London in June 1968,, he 
wrote a memo to Hoover, urging an 
investigation of the possibility that 
other persons were involved. 


